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A Remembrance of Shaheed Abu Sayed
Asif Al Matin®

Today, as we stand a year on from a pivotal moment in Bangladesh's
history, we pause to remember MartyrAbu Sayed, the first martyr of July
2024. On July 16, 2024, in Rangpur, Abu Sayed Miah, a student of the
Department of English, Begum Rokeya University, was brutally killed by
police during the quota reform movement. His death, while he peacefully
protested, ignited a nationwide outpouring of grief and outrage, becoming
a catalyst for the broader "July Revolution."

Shaheed Abu Sayed was more than just a student; he was a symbol of
courage and rebelliousness. He stood unarmed, with arms outstretched,
embodying the aspirations of countless young Bangladeshis seeking
justice and systemic change. His sacrifice, far from being in vain,
galvanized a movement that ultimately reshaped the nation.

His memory lives on, not just in the hearts of his grieving family and
friends, but in the collective consciousness of Bangladesh. The ParkMor
intersection has been renamed "Shaheed Abu Sayed Chatwar" in his
honor, and his image, often depicted with his chest outstretched in
defiance, has become an enduring symbol of the uprising.

As we commemorate this day, we honor Abu Sayed's profound impact and
the legacy of all who sacrificed during that turbulent July. His martyrdom
serves as a constant reminder of the power of peaceful protest and the
unwavering spirit of those who dream of a more just and equitable society.
May his memory continue to inspire generations to come.

" Head of the Department, Department of English, Begum Rokeya
University, Rangpur



